The Davis Report

Mobilizing Simple Chirches to the Ends of the Earth

Dear Friends and Partners, June 2008

This has been an interesting several weeks since our last correspondence. As you may recall | sent out a news
bulletin last month stating our present level of support and our future plans. Things have not changed much,
although several folks have sent us financial support above our normal amount. Thank You!

So what are we going to do? We will continue to champion the call to go to the least reached peoples in the
world (over 6,800). | have been seeking the Lord about my calling and vision and | cannot be released from
this charge! | will continue to work on the preliminary development of House2Harvest Network. We are
continuing to trust the Lord for our provision and attempting to stay sensitive to his leading.

When you serve the Lord you are never out of school!

LEARNING FROM JESUS

| was recently thinking about how the Lord leads us and shows us his will, and his ways. In fact | was talking to
someone about planting churches and what that entails. So | talked about the need to focus on making
disciples and not so much on getting a church started. Making disciples must be the priority. If making disciples
is the priority, then this should be done before trying to organize as a church. When disciples are being made,
then church happens. Then the forms, and leadership, vision and direction emerges for that specific
congregation. Unfortunately the traditional method of starting a church with its vision, mission, philosophy and
style before disciples are being made causes the church to never really get to making disciples, (even though
this may be their goal) because they spend all their time, assets and budget on serving the structure, institution
or one man’s vision rather than making disciples.

To do this would take a radical step. That is the way Jesus did it, he poured his life into 12 men, disciple them
and from that process the church was birthed in Jerusalem. To erect a church first causes the church to fall
into the errors of: sectarianism, being a business rather than a family, being staff and facility focused rather
than focused on Jesus and making disciples. Other errors are division and constant philosophical battles and
politics and finally an institution that is not Kingdom of God centered, but the kingdom of that church entity
centered.

We can summarize a simple pattern for church planting as follows:

1. Someone or a team is sent.

2. They share the gospel and begin to make disciples of these new believers. (not holding classes — but
living life and learning from life)

3. These new believers become the church that is planted. (this eliminates the plague of transfer growth —
which is not Kingdom growth at all).

4. The form in which the church takes fits the community on all levels rather than having transferred into
the community patterns, ideas, methodologies imposed upon them rather than emerging from their own
growth and spiritual understanding.

5. They (the congregation) matures faster and is able to do the same in other neighborhoods and regions
spreading the gospel spontaneously rather than institutionally.



This method at the start is much slower, but in the long run many more are reached and lives are transformed
by the pure gospel rather than the efforts of men’s ideas, methods and ability to convince people to come to
their meetings. They are attracted to Jesus rather than a product or personality.

After sharing this with my friend, they asked “do you know of a proven model that does it that way?” Boy do I!
His name is Jesus! | believe Jesus’ method was proven and his disciples were well developed. His success
rate was 11 out of 12! All other models are worth study, but why study the imitators when you can study the

original.

The problem is, no one takes what Jesus did serious enough to consider what he did as our model, our pattern
in what we do. It’s a sign that we really don’t know him as well as we say we do — and that is a dangerous
place to be! (Matthew 7:21-23) It's as though we off-handedly dismiss Jesus and look for someone or
something else more relevant. Isn’t Jesus relevant?

It is as though no one really thinks Jesus is real (based on their actions and presumptions) — but merely an
idea or historic figure. Jesus is alive and now! Why do we always need a substitute when we have the real
Jesus, revealed by the real Holy Spirit so that we can serve in a real Kingdom. But historically the Church has
constantly settled for a substitute, a near miss! What is a near miss? Well the basic definition of sin is missing
the mark (Greek - hamartia). This is not horseshoes or hand grenades!

Jesus said; “I will build my church,” not us, we are to make disciples! We just need to learn from him as he

does his work the right way.

God Bless!
Don & Jeannie Davis

Would you pray about
partnering with Don and
Jeannie on a monthly
basis?

The goal illustrated below
includes all ministry
expenses, travel as well as
personal needs living in the
USA.
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Send all personal correspondence to:
Don & Jeannie Davis - 35 Dahlgren Ave, Portsmouth, VA 23702
757-271-9986—home 757-375-1151—cell email: dr@goasianetwork.org

Send your financial gifts to:
SCN - PO Box 2304; Portsmouth, VA 23702
Earmark it for “the ministry of Don Davis”

Don’s Blogs:
http://dondavis.wordpress.com/
http://h2hmissions.wordpress.com/

Don’s Websites:

www.strategicchurchnetwork.org

www.hrscn.org

www.house2harvest.org

www.race4theprize.org

AIM: finalfrontierguy

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=510433741

Thank You for your continued prayers and support!
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